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WELCOME TO THE WHITNEY’S NEW BUILDING! 
 

 

 

 



ABOUT THIS TEACHER GUIDE 

How can these materials be used? 

These materials provide a framework for preparing you and your students for a visit to the exhibition 

and offer suggestions for follow up classroom reflection and lessons. The discussions and activities 

introduce some of the exhibition’s key themes and concepts. 
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Which grade levels are these materials intended for?  

These lessons and activities have been written for Elementary, Middle, or High School students. We 

encourage you to adapt and build upon them in order to meet your teaching objectives and students’ 

needs. 

 

Learning standards 

The projects and activities in these curriculum materials address national and state learning 

standards for the arts, English language arts, social studies, and technology. 
 

The Partnership for Twenty-first Century Learning Skills 

http://www.p21.org/ 
 

Common Core State Standards 

http://www.corestandards.org/ 
 

Links to National Learning Standards 

http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp 
 

Comprehensive guide to National Learning Standards by content area 

http://www.education-world.com/standards/national/index.shtml 
 

New York State P-12 Common Core Learning Standards 

http://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-p-12-common-core-learning-standards 
 

New York City Department of Education’s Blueprint for Teaching and Learning in the Arts 

http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/blueprint.html 
 

Feedback 

Please let us know what you think of these materials. Email us at schoolprograms@whitney.org. 

For more information about our programs and resources, please visit whitney.org/Education. 
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Glenn Ligon (1960-), Rückenfigur, 2009. Neon and paint, Overall: 24 × 145 1/2 × 5 in. (61 × 369.6 × 12.7 cm). AP 1/2, Edition of 3. 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Purchase, with funds from the Painting and Sculpture Committee 2011.3a-I Courtesy 
of the artist and Regen Projects, Los Angeles  
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AT THE MUSEUM 

 

http://whitney.org/Visit/GroupTours


AT THE MUSEUM (CONTINUED) 



 

AMERICA IS HARD TO SEE 
 

http://whitney.org/Exhibitions/AmericaIsHardToSee
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http://www.whatsoproudlywehail.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Frost_America-is-Hard-to-See.pdf
http://www.whatsoproudlywehail.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Frost_America-is-Hard-to-See.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQ-8m5dbXFU


 

 

 



 

 

http://whitney.org/image_columns/0001/5802/42.15_stella_imageprimacy_compressed_479.jpg


 

 

 



POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES 
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http://whitney.org/Collection/FredWilson/9784ad


 

 

 





CORY ARCANGEL 
SUPER MARIO CLOUDS, 2002 

 



JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT 
HOLLYWOOD AFRICANS, 1983 
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http://www.nytimes.com/2003/09/11/arts/critic-s-notebook-one-vision-a-hill-of-green-at-ground-zero.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/09/11/arts/critic-s-notebook-one-vision-a-hill-of-green-at-ground-zero.html








Glenn Ligon (1960-), Rückenfigur, 2009. Neon and paint, Overall: 24 × 145 1/2 × 5 in.  
(61 × 369.6 × 12.7 cm). AP 1/2, Edition of 3. Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; 
Purchase, with funds from the Painting and Sculpture Committee 2011.3a-I Courtesy of 
the artist and Regen Projects, Los Angeles 



 
Danny Lyon (1942 -), Two SNCC Workers, Selma, from Blacks: The Movement, 1963. 10 15/16 × 13 15/16 in. (27.8 × 35.4 cm). 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Purchase, with funds from the Photography Committee 95.6 © artist or artist’s estate 



—

—



 





 
Lorna Simpson (1960-), 2 Tracks, 1990. Three gelatin silver prints with frames and two plastic plaques, Overall: 48 7/8 × 62 9/16 × 1 
11/16 in. (124.1 × 158.9 × 4.3 cm). 4/4. Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Gift of Raymond J. Learsy and Gabriella De 
Ferrari 91.59.4a-e © artist or artist’s estate 
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http://whitney.org/Education 

The Whitney’s programs for teachers, teens, children, and families. 

http://whitney.org/ForTeachers

http://whitney.org/Exhibitions/AmericaIsHardToSee
http://collection.whitney.org/artists/by-letter/A
http://whitney.org/Education
http://whitney.org/ForTeachers


This Teacher Guide was prepared by Dina Helal, Manager of Education Resources; Lisa Libicki, 

Whitney Educator; Heather Maxson, Manager of School, Youth, and Family Programs; and Pauline 

Noyes, Coordinator of School and Educator Programs. 

                                                 




