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ABOUT THIS TEACHER GUIDE 

How can these materials be used? 

These materials provide a framework for preparing you and your students for a visit to the exhibition 

and offer suggestions for follow up classroom reflection and lessons. The discussions and activities 

introduce some of the exhibition’s key themes and concepts. 
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Which grade levels are these materials intended for?  

These lessons and activities have been written for Elementary, Middle, or High School students. We 

encourage you to adapt and build upon them in order to meet your teaching objectives and students’ 

needs. 

 

Learning standards 

The projects and activities in these curriculum materials address national and state learning 

standards for the arts, English language arts, social studies, and technology. 
 

The Partnership for Twenty-first Century Learning Skills 

http://www.p21.org/ 
 

Common Core State Standards 

http://www.corestandards.org/ 
 

Links to National Learning Standards 

http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp 
 

Comprehensive guide to National Learning Standards by content area 

http://www.education-world.com/standards/national/index.shtml 
 

New York State P-12 Common Core Learning Standards 

http://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-p-12-common-core-learning-standards 
 

New York City Department of Education’s Blueprint for Teaching and Learning in the Arts 

http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/blueprint.html 
 

Feedback 

Please let us know what you think of these materials. Email us at schoolprograms@whitney.org. 

For more information about our programs and resources, please visit whitney.org/Education. 
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Glenn Ligon (1960-), Rückenfigur, 2009. Neon and paint, Overall: 24 × 145 1/2 × 5 in. (61 × 369.6 × 12.7 cm). AP 1/2, Edition of 3. 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Purchase, with funds from the Painting and Sculpture Committee 2011.3a-I Courtesy 
of the artist and Regen Projects, Los Angeles  
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AT THE MUSEUM 

  

http://whitney.org/Visit/GroupTours


AT THE MUSEUM (CONTINUED) 

 



 

AMERICA IS HARD TO SEE 
 

http://whitney.org/Exhibitions/AmericaIsHardToSee
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http://whitney.org/image_columns/0001/5802/42.15_stella_imageprimacy_compressed_479.jpg


 

 

Edward Hopper (1882-1967), Early Sunday Morning, 1930. Oil on canvas,  
Overall: 35 3/16 × 60 1/4 in. (89.4 × 153 cm). Whitney Museum of American Art,  
New York; Purchase, with funds from Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney 31.426 
© Heirs of Josephine N. Hopper, licensed by the Whitney Museum of American Art 

http://whitney.org/image_columns/0048/6888/31.426_hopper_imageprimacy_copy_800.jpg


 

 

  





POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES 
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Jay DeFeo (1929-1989), The Rose, 1958-66. Oil with wood and 
mica on canvas, 128 7/8 × 92 1/4 × 11 in.  
(327.3 × 234.3 × 27.9 cm). Whitney Museum of American Art, 
New York; Gift of The Jay DeFeo Trust  
and purchase, with funds from the Contemporary Painting and 
Sculpture Committee and the Judith Rothschild Foundation 
95.170 © artist or artist’s estate 



POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED) 

 

  
 

http://whitney.org/Exhibitions/AmericaIsHardToSee


POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED) 

 



LEE BONTECOU 
UNTITLED 1961, 1961 
 

 

 

Between 1959 and the mid-1960s, Lee Bontecou made large-scale, metal-and-canvas wall reliefs. 

These hybrids of painting and sculpture were created by welding a metal armature and then using 

suture-like stitches to attach fragments of canvas with copper wire. Bontecou scavenged most of 

the canvas from bags and conveyor belts discarded by the laundry below her New York studio. She 

also included other found objects, such as grommets, saw blades, and rope. These objects are 

configured into a complex assemblage that hangs on the wall like a painting but projects more than 

two feet into the room. The visual allusions generated by this configuration range from destructive 

man-made devices to organic and geological structures: riveted airplane engines, celestial black 

holes, gun barrels, volcanoes, human orifices, and the segmented shells of insects. Bontecou has 

said that her art responds to the historical moment in which it was created: “I wish my work to 

represent or to be a part of my time. . .I want them to be things and facts inside us—from war to the 

wonders of the space age.”  



JONATHAN BOROFSKY 
RUNNING PEOPLE AT 2,616,216, 1978-79 

 

http://whitney.org/Exhibitions/AmericaIsHardToSee


JAY DEFEO 
THE ROSE, 1958-66 

 
Jay DeFeo (1929-1989), The Rose, 1958-66. Oil with wood and mica on canvas, 128 7/8 × 92 1/4 × 11 in.  
(327.3 × 234.3 × 27.9 cm). Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Gift of The Jay DeFeo Trust  
and purchase, with funds from the Contemporary Painting and Sculpture Committee and the Judith Rothschild  
Foundation 95.170 © artist or artist’s estate  



JAY DEFEO, THE ROSE, 1958-66 (CONTINUED) 

 
 

  



DAVID HAMMONS 
UNTITLED, 1992 
 



EDWARD HOPPER 
EARLY SUNDAY MORNING, 1930 
 

 

Edward Hopper (1882-1967), Early Sunday Morning, 1930. Oil on canvas, Overall: 35 3/16 × 60 1/4 in. (89.4 × 153 cm). Whitney 
Museum of American Art, New York; Purchase, with funds from Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney 31.426 © Heirs of Josephine N. 
Hopper, licensed by the Whitney Museum of American Art 
 

  

http://whitney.org/image_columns/0048/6888/31.426_hopper_imageprimacy_copy_800.jpg




http://whitney.org/image_columns/0001/5802/42.15_stella_imageprimacy_compressed_479.jpg


http://whitney.org/Education 

The Whitney’s programs for teachers, teens, children, and families. 

http://whitney.org/ForTeachers

http://whitney.org/Exhibitions/AmericaIsHardToSee
http://collection.whitney.org/artists/by-letter/A
http://whitney.org/Education
http://whitney.org/ForTeachers


                                                 

 




