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THE WHITNEY CELEBRATES TENTH ANNIVERSARY  

OF THE BUCKSBAUM AWARD 
 

Michael Asher, 2010 recipient, to be honored on Wednesday, April 21 
 

 

 

NEW YORK, NY, April 16, 2010 – The Whitney Museum of American Art celebrates 

the tenth anniversary of its Bucksbaum Award on April 21, 2010. The latest recipient of 

the award – selected by a jury from among the artists showing in the current Whitney 

Biennial, 2010 – will be named that evening. The jury has chosen to give the award to 

Michael Asher (b. 1943, Los Angeles), the West Coast-based conceptual artist, best 

known for his work with various forms of institutional intervention. 

 

Asher, one of the Biennial’s senior figures and a well-respected mentor for many younger 

artists, typically alters the structure, operation, and experience of existing environments, 

particularly museums and art galleries. For the Biennial, his work involves radically 

changing the Whitney’s hours of operation. From Wednesday, May 26, at 12:00 am, 

through Friday, May 28, at 11:59 pm, the museum will be open around the clock, twenty-

four hours a day. Asher’s original plan was to keep the museum open for an entire week, 

but that plan proved impossible for budgetary and human resources reasons and instead 

the museum will be kept open for three full days. 

 

Melva Bucksbaum, a Whitney trustee since 1996, launched The Bucksbaum Award in 

2000. Omer Fast, the most recent recipient in 2008, recently had a solo exhibition titled 

Nostalgia at the Whitney. The previous Bucksbaum recipients are Paul Pfeiffer (2000), 

Irit Batsry (2002), Raymond Pettibon (2004), and Mark Bradford (2006). The 
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Bucksbaum Award, created and produced by Tiffany & Co., is given every two years in 

recognition of an artist, chosen from those included in the Biennial, whose work 

demonstrates a singular combination of talent and imagination. The selected artist is 

considered by the jurors to have the potential to make a lasting impact on the history of 

American art, based on the excellence of past work as well as present work in the 

Biennial. In addition to receiving a $100,000 grant, each Bucksbaum laureate is invited to 

present an exhibition at the Whitney, sometime within the succeeding two years.  

 

Michael Asher was the subject of a solo show at the Santa Monica Museum of Art in 

2008 and at The Art Institute of Chicago in 2006. Asher has been included in several 

major group shows as well, including Reconsidering the Object of Art: 1965-1975 (1995) 

and A Minimal Future? Art as Object 1958-1968 (2004) at The Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; Beyond Geometry: Experiments in Form, 1940s-1970s 

(2004) at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art; and Spaces (1970) and The Museum 

as Muse: Artists Reflect (1999) at The Museum of Modern Art, New York. He was 

included in a seminal exhibition at the Whitney in 1969 – Anti-Illusion – but this is the 

first time he has been included in a Biennial. 

 

The jury for the 2010 Bucksbaum Award was comprised of Adam D. Weinberg, the 

Whitney’s Alice Pratt Brown Director; Donna De Salvo, Whitney Associate Director of 

Programs and Chief Curator; the 2010 curators Francesco Bonami and Gary Carrion-

Murayari; and three guest panelists, Hou Hanru (San Francisco Art Institute), Yasmil 

Raymond (Dia), and James Rondeau (Art Institute of Chicago). 

 

Hou Hanru, a San Francisco-Paris based critic and curator, is Director of Exhibitions and 

Public Programs and Chair of Exhibition and Museum Studies at the San Francisco Art 

Institute. His recent projects include the 10th Biennale de Lyon. 

 

Yasmil Raymond was appointed Dia’s curator in May 2009. She previously worked at 

the Walker Art Center, where she organized solo exhibitions with Tomás Saraceno and 

Tino Sehgal, and the group exhibition Abstract Resistance. Highlights among her 

previous exhibitions include: Statements: Joseph Beuys, Dan Flavin, Donald Judd; Brave 
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New Worlds (co-curated with Doryun Chong, 2008); and the award-winning Kara 

Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My Love (in collaboration with 

Philippe Vergne, 2007). 

 

James Rondeau is the Curator and the Frances and Thomas Dittmer Chairman of the 

Department of Contemporary Art at The Art Institute of Chicago, where he has worked 

since 1998. The subjects of his one-person exhibitions include Thomas Hirschhorn 

(2000), Marlene Dumas (2003), Roni Horn (2004), Michael Asher (2005), Cecilia 

Edefalk (2006), Maureen Gallace (2006), James Bishop (2008), and Vincent Fecteau 

(2008), and he has been responsible for exhibitions with artists Jeff Wall (organized by 

The Museum of Modern Art, New York, 2007), Jasper Johns (Jasper Johns: Gray, co-

organized with Douglas Druick, 2007), and Cy Twombly (Cy Twombly: The Natural 

World, 2009). Forthcoming exhibitions include Roy Lichtenstein (2012) and Steve 

McQueen (2013). 

 

A book, A Decade in Conversation: A Ten-Year Celebration of The Bucksbaum Award, 

2000-2010, is being published to mark the occasion of the award’s tenth anniversary. It 

includes a foreword by Adam D. Weinberg as well as introductory remarks by Melva 

Bucksbaum; interviews by Whitney curators with the past recipients of the award; a list 

of the Bucksbaum jurors; Bucksbaum exhibition checklists; and documentation on each 

of the award recipients. 

 

Funding for the Bucksbaum Award is provided by an endowment from the Martin 

Bucksbaum Family Foundation. 

 

2010, the Whitney Biennial, remains on view at the Whitney in its entirety through May 

30, 2010. 

 

About the Whitney 

 

The Whitney Museum of American Art is the leading advocate of 20th- and 21st-century American art. 
Founded in 1930, the Museum is regarded as the preeminent collection of American art and includes major 
works and materials from the estate of Edward Hopper, the largest public collection of works by Alexander 
Calder, as well as significant works by Jasper Johns, Donald Judd, Agnes Martin, Bruce Nauman, Georgia 
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O'Keeffe, Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen, Kiki Smith, and Andy Warhol, among other artists. 
With its history of exhibiting the most promising and influential American artists and provoking intense 
critical and public debate, the Whitney's signature show, the Biennial, has become the most important 
survey of the state of contemporary art in America today. First housed on West 8th Street, the Whitney 
relocated in 1954 to West 54th Street and in 1966 inaugurated its present home at 945 Madison Avenue, 
designed by Marcel Breuer. The Whitney is currently moving ahead with plans to build a second facility, 
designed by Renzo Piano, located in downtown New York at the entrance to the High Line in the 
Meatpacking District. 

 
Current and Upcoming Exhibitions at the Whitney Museum of American Art:  

 
2010, the Whitney Biennial          Through May 30, 2010 

Collecting Biennials        Through November 28, 2010 

Heat Waves in a Swamp: The Paintings of Charles Burchfield June 24–October 17, 2010 

Christian Marclay: Festival July 1–September 26, 2010 

Modern Life: Hopper and His Time Opens October 27, 2010 

Charles LeDray: workworkworkworkwork Nov. 18, 2010-Feb. 13, 2011 
 

 

The Whitney Museum is located at 945 Madison Avenue at 75th Street, New York City. Museum hours are: 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m., closed 
Monday and Tuesday. General admission: $18. Full-time students and visitors ages 19–25 and 62 & over: 
$12. Visitors 18 & under and Whitney members: FREE. Admission to the Kaufman Astoria Studios Film & 
Video Gallery only: $6. Admission is pay-what-you-wish on Fridays, 6–9 p.m. For general information, 
please call (212) 570-3600 or visit whitney.org. 
 

# # # # 

 


