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This guide 

provides a framework for preparing you and your students for a visit to the exhibition and offers 

suggestions for follow up classroom reflection and lessons. The discussions and activities introduce 

some of the exhibition’s key themes and concepts. These materials have been written for 

Elementary, Middle, or High School students. We encourage you to adapt and build upon them in 

order to meet your teaching objectives and students’ needs.

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/02/arts/design/a-lesser-known-modernism-inspired-by-african-american-culture.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/02/arts/design/a-lesser-known-modernism-inspired-by-african-american-culture.html?_r=0
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a. Grades K-12: Ask your students to look closely at Motley’s painting Town of Hope, 1927 on page 

15 and describe what they see. Ask students to notice the colors and discuss the mood of the 

painting. What do they notice about the way that Motley has depicted the town? Discuss the title 

of the painting. Does it seem like a town of hope to your students? Why or why not? Motley does 

not show any of the people’s faces. Why do students think he made that choice? What can they 

tell about the people by their body language?  

b. Grades 6-12: Whether migrating or not, African Americans experienced racism in the North and 

the South. Ask your students to use the resources on page 19 to research and discuss the Great 

Migration. What problems did African Americans encounter? 
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POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED) 
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THE OCTOROON GIRL, 1925 
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ARCHIBALD MOTLEY 
THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED YEARS, c.1963-72 
(CONTINUED) 
 



http://whitney.org/Exhibitions/ArchibaldMotley
http://nasher.duke.edu/motley/
http://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-archibald-motley-11466
http://whitney.org/Education
http://whitney.org/ForTeachers
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_events_migration.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam011.html
http://syrianrefugees.eu/
http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/civil-war-to-civil-rights.htm
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/civil-rights/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/civil-rights/


AT THE MUSEUM 
 

 

http://whitney.org/Visit/GroupTours


AT THE MUSEUM (CONTINUED) 



Feedback 

Please let us know what you think of these materials. Email us at schoolprograms@whitney.org. 

For more information about our programs and resources, please visit whitney.org/Education. 

 

 

The projects and activities in this teacher guide address national and state learning standards for the 

arts, English language arts, social studies, and technology. 

 

The Partnership for Twenty-first Century Learning Skills 

http://www.p21.org/ 
 

Common Core State Standards 

http://www.corestandards.org/ 
 

Links to National Learning Standards 

http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp 
 

Comprehensive guide to National Learning Standards by content area 

http://www.education-world.com/standards/national/index.shtml 
 

New York State P-12 Common Core Learning Standards 

http://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-p-12-common-core-learning-standards 
 

mailto:schoolprograms@whitney.org
http://www.whitney.org/Education
http://www.p21.org/
http://www.p21.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp
http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp
http://www.education-world.com/standards/national/index.shtml
http://www.education-world.com/standards/national/index.shtml
http://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-p-12-common-core-learning-standards
http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/blueprint.html


http://www.bankofamerica.com/
http://www.bankofamerica.com/
http://www.bankofamerica.com/
http://www.hluce.org/

