
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

CELBRATE PRIDE AT THE WHITNEY MUSEUM WITH 

FREE PUBLIC PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT JUNE! 
 

 
 

The Whitney is hosting Pride celebrations, musical performances, tours, artmaking activities, 

free events, and more at the Museum and in the neighborhood all month long.  

WICKED on Broadway also returns to the Whitney on Sunday, June 14! 

 

New York, NY, May 29, 2026 — The Whitney Museum of American Art is offering free 

admission, special performances, artmaking programs, music, and much more during Free 

Friday Nights and the June edition of Free Second Sundays. Visitors of all ages are invited to 

celebrate Pride at the Whitney and enjoy free programs with friends and family all month long. 

The festivities begin with performances by the New York City Gay Men’s Chorus on June 5 

and the much-anticipated return of WICKED on Broadway on June 14. The Museum will also 

be open 7 days a week beginning on June 16 and continuing through August 18, so New 

Yorkers and visitors alike will have even more chances to experience the art they love and 

discover new favorites. Whitney Pride is part of the Museum’s ongoing commitment to support 

LGBTQ+ artists and communities and offers an inclusive space for all to gather and enjoy 

American art. 

 

https://whitney.org/visit/free-admission/free-friday-nights
https://whitney.org/visit/free-admission/free-friday-nights
https://whitney.org/visit/free-admission/second-sundays
https://whitney.org/pride-2026


 

 

Friday, June 5 

Earlier in the day from 1–5 pm, kick off Pride month at the Whitney with a special ticket 

giveaway held in partnership with Manhattan Borough President Brad Hoylman-Sigal. From 

5–10 pm, all visitors can enjoy free admission, art, drinks, and city views during Free Friday 

Nights. The evening continues with special performances by the New York City Gay Men’s 

Chorus throughout the Museum from 5–10 pm. For the third year in a row, visitors can 

experience the vibrant heart of queer pride at the Whitney with Our Joy is a Protest: A Choral 

Installation of Song, bringing together the NYCGMC, Tonewall, Youth Pride Chorus, the 

Philadelphia Gay Men’s Chorus, and the New Jersey Gay Men’s Chorus for an all-day 

celebration. At 5 pm and 7:30 pm, visitors can join a Queer History Walk throughout the 

neighborhood. From the Hudson River piers to the clubs, the free walking tours explore the rich 

queer history of the Whitney’s neighborhood, bringing visitors to select historical sites that once 

provided a place to find and create queer community. From 6:30–7:30 pm, Art + You: Gallery 

Conversations for Younger Adults will be offered in the seventh-floor galleries. Guided by 

museum educator Patryk Tomaszewski, this session invites younger adult visitors to slow down 

and spend time with Andy Warhol Family Album, a collection of Polaroids from 1972 to 1973 

that captures an intimate view into Warhol's world of collaborators, friends, and celebrities, now 

on view for the first time.   
 

   
 

Friday, June 12 

From 5–10 pm, all visitors can enjoy free admission, art, drinks, and city views. Returning for 

its fifth edition at the Whitney, Mixtape Vol. 5 is co-hosted by Ms. Carrie Stacks and ms. z tye. 

Ms. Carrie Stacks is a multidisciplinary artist and co-founder of the influential London nightlife 

platform PDA, and ms. z tye is a Brooklyn-based artist whose practice unfolds through 

topographical investigations in performance, sculpture, and scripture. The two will perform in the 

Museum’s lobby featuring a DJ set by Mixtape creator April Hunt. Earlier in the evening at 6 

pm, visitors are invited join a Queer History Walk in the Meatpacking District to learn more 

about the impact and history of LGBTQ+ communities in the neighborhood around the Whitney. 

 

Sunday, June 14 

On Sunday, June 14, the Whitney is offering free admission from 10:30 am–6 pm for visitors 

of all ages during Free Second Sunday. At 11 am in the Museum’s lobby, visitors can drop by 

storytime with Spiral Books, celebrating independent bookstores and diverse children’s 

voices. From 11 am–3 pm in the third-floor Artspace, artists of all ages are invited to 

contribute to the Whitney Community Pride Mural. Visitors can add drawings, messages, 

https://whitney.org/events/pride-month-kickoff26
https://whitney.org/events/pride-month-kickoff26
https://whitney.org/events/nycgmc-26
https://whitney.org/events/nycgmc-26
https://whitney.org/events/queer-history-walks-2026
https://whitney.org/events/art-you-june
https://whitney.org/events/art-you-june
https://whitney.org/exhibitions/andy-warhol-family-album
https://whitney.org/events/mixtapevol5
https://whitney.org/events/queer-history-walks-2026
https://whitney.org/events/storytime-fss
https://whitney.org/events/community-pride-mural26


 

 

and designs throughout the day as the mural grows into a collective celebration of Pride, 

creativity, and community. At 11:30 am and 1:30 pm in the third-floor theater, the Whitney will 

welcome ensembles from the Queer Urban Orchestra (QUO) for a series of family-friendly 

performances inspired by works on view in the 2026 Biennial.  

 

The musical performances continue at 3 pm and 4:30 pm in the third-floor theater with the 

return of WICKED on Broadway! Visitors are invited to step into the Land of Oz with special 

performances by Natalia Vivino, Amanda Jane Cooper, and Ryan Mac, followed by a themed 

figure drawing session led by Whitney educators. Guests of all ages will enjoy the gravity-

defying musical moments inspired by the beloved Broadway phenomenon, making it an 

unforgettable afternoon of Broadway magic. Both performances feature the same musical 

program and will be ticketed separately. Tickets will be available beginning June 5, and 

visitors are encouraged to reserve tickets for one performance only. 

 

Additional activities on June 14 include Guided Close-Looking Through Dialogue at 3 pm 

exploring highlights from the Whitney’s collection and a Queer History Walk throughout the 

neighborhood at 4 pm.  
 

   
 

Friday, June 19 

In addition to free admission from 5–10 pm, visitors can enjoy music, art, city views, and 

more during Free Friday Nights at the Whitney. At 6 pm, the Museum will offer a Queer History 

Walk throughout the neighborhood. From the Hudson River piers to the clubs, visitors are 

invited to consider their connection to the changing landscape of the neighborhood that the 

Whitney now occupies, as well as the city’s history. 

 

Thursday, June 25 

On Thursday, June 25, 4–6 pm, the Whitney and community partner ADAPT Community 

Network will host the fifth annual Radical Joy Ball in the third-floor theater. Museum visitors 

are welcome to celebrate and honor the community living at the intersections of LGBTQ and 

disability identities. There will be music, runway performances, dancing, and a special 

performance by partner organization, Drag Artists for Expression NYC. 

 

Friday, June 26 

Offering free admission from 5–10 pm, the Whitney’s Free Friday Nights features art, drinks, 

special programming, music, and more. Visitors are also invited to join a Queer History Walk  

at 6 pm and learn more about the impact and history of LGBTQ+ communities in the 

https://whitney.org/events/queer-urban-orchestra
http://whitney.org/events/wicked-june
https://whitney.org/events/closer-look-untitled-america-fss
https://whitney.org/events/queer-history-walks-2026
https://whitney.org/events/queer-history-walks-2026
https://whitney.org/events/queer-history-walks-2026
https://whitney.org/events/radical-joy-ball26
https://whitney.org/events/queer-history-walks-2026


 

 

neighborhood around the Whitney. The latest Free Friday Night offerings can always be found 

on whitney.org. 

 

Ongoing Exhibition Tours 

A variety of free exhibition tours led by Whitney educators, ranging from family-focused to 15-

minute tours, are offered during Free Friday Nights and Free Second Sundays. For further 

details on upcoming tours, please visit whitney.org/events. 

 

While general admission to the Whitney is free every Friday from 5–10 pm and all day on 

Sunday, June 14, tickets are still required, and capacity is limited. Advance booking is 

strongly recommended, and tickets can be reserved at whitney.org/admission.  

 

 

PRESS CONTACT 
 

For press materials and image requests, please visit our press site or contact:  
 

Meghan Ferrucci, Senior Publicist 

(212) 671-8346 

Meghan_Ferrucci@whitney.org 
 

Whitney Press Office  

whitney.org/press 

(212) 570-3633 

pressoffice@whitney.org 

 

 

PROGRAM SUPPORT 
 

Major support for Free 25 and Under is provided by Susan and John Hess and Julie Mehretu. 

Significant support is provided by Judy Hart Angelo.  

 

Major support for Free Friday Nights is provided by Jen Rubio and Stewart Butterfield and Paul 

Arnhold and Wes Gordon. Significant support is provided by Leslie Bluhm and David Helfand, 

and the Brown Foundation Inc., of Houston. 

 

Major support for Free Second Sundays is provided by Art Bridges Foundation’s Access for All 

program. Significant support is provided by Julie and Doug Ostrover. 

 

 
 

 

ABOUT THE WHITNEY 
 

The Whitney Museum of American Art, founded in 1930 by the artist and philanthropist Gertrude 

Vanderbilt Whitney (1875–1942), houses the foremost collection of American art from the 

twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Mrs. Whitney, an early and ardent supporter of modern 

https://whitney.org/visit/free-admission/free-friday-nights
https://whitney.org/events?tags%5b%5d=free_tours
https://whitney.org/admission
http://whitney.org/press
mailto:pressoffice@whitney.org


 

 

American art, nurtured groundbreaking artists when audiences were still largely preoccupied 

with the Old Masters. From her vision arose the Whitney Museum of American Art, which has 

been championing the most innovative art of the United States for ninety years. The core of the 

Whitney’s mission is to collect, preserve, interpret, and exhibit American art of our time and 

serve a wide variety of audiences in celebration of the complexity and diversity of art and culture 

in the United States. Through this mission and a steadfast commitment to artists, the Whitney 

has long been a powerful force in support of modern and contemporary art and continues to 

help define what is innovative and influential in American art today. 
 

Whitney Museum Land Acknowledgment 

The Whitney is located in Lenapehoking, the ancestral homeland of the Lenape. The name 

Manhattan comes from their word Mannahatta, meaning “island of many hills.” The Museum’s 

current site is close to land that was a Lenape fishing and planting site called Sapponckanikan 

(“tobacco field”). The Whitney acknowledges the displacement of this region’s original 

inhabitants and the Lenape diaspora that exists today. 
 

As a museum of American art in a city with vital and diverse communities of Indigenous people, 

the Whitney recognizes the historical exclusion of Indigenous artists from its collection and 

program. The Museum is committed to addressing these erasures and honoring the 

perspectives of Indigenous artists and communities as we work for a more equitable future. To 

read more about the Museum’s Land Acknowledgment, visit the Museum’s website. 

 

 

VISITOR INFORMATION   
 

The Whitney Museum of American Art is located at 99 Gansevoort Street between Washington 

and West Streets, New York City. Public hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 10:30 

am–6 pm; Friday, 10:30 am–10 pm; and Saturday and Sunday, 10:30 am–6 pm. Closed 

Tuesday. Visitors twenty-five years and under and Whitney members: FREE. The Museum 

offers FREE admission and special programming for visitors of all ages every Friday evening 

from 5–10 pm and on the second Sunday of every month. 
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