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Notebook #2 [289], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 29, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
Notebook #2 [289], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 29, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
Alvin Ailey and his mother, Lula Cooper, 
n.d. 
Courtesy the Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation, Inc. 
Facsimile 
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Alvin Ailey at a church service, c. 1946 
Courtesy the Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation, Inc. 
Facsimile 

 

 
 
 
Alvin Ailey and his stepfather, Fredrick W. 
Cooper, 1945 
Courtesy the Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation, Inc. 
Facsimile 

 

 
 
 
 
Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #77 [373], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 106, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #3 [642], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 30, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #3 [642], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 30, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #3 [642], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 30, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Loose materials from notebooks #81-90, 
n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 184, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #100 [721], c. 1970 
Series 3, Folder 129, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Brochure for the First World Festival of 
Negro Arts, Dakar, Senegal, 1966 
Courtesy the Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation, Inc. 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #61 [743], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 88, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
“Teaching Notes (Brazil),” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 3, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
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Loose materials from notebooks #31-40, 
n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 179, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
“Part of func. to take part in story,” n.d. 
Box 135, Folder 6, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

 

 
 
 
A collection of Candomblé dolls, n.d. 
Series 18, Folder 577, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Teatro Municipal program, September 
1963 
Box 92, Folder 2, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

 

 
 
 
Johann Moritz Rugendas 
Negro e Negra da Bahia, c. 1822-26 
Series 18, Folder 576, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Johann Moritz Rugendas 
Mercado de escravos, c. 1822-26 
Series 18, Folder 576, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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“Carta do Samba,” 1962 
Series 18, Folder 575, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
“spring sea – lover’s walk,” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 6, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
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1961 Yearbook 
Series 4, Folder 188, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
Letter to Mrs. Kean, n.d. 
Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation Collection, 
Library of Congress, Washington, DC 
Slideshow 

 

 
 
Pages from Brazil notebook, n.d. 
Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation Collection, 
Library of Congress, Washington, DC 
Slideshow 
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Teatro Popular Brasileiro program, 1962 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO 
Slideshow 

 

 
 
Research notes on Brazil/ “Mães e Filhas 
de Santo na Bahia,” c. 1962 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO 
Slideshow 

 

 
 
Katherine Dunham 
Christophe: A Ballet in Five Scenes 
[suggestion for ballet], n.d. 
Langston Hughes Papers (MSS 26), 
James Weldon Johnson Collection in the 
Yale Collection of American Literature, 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library, Yale University 
Slideshow 
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“Revelations (praise his name,)” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 4, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

 

 
 
 
 
Kaufmann Concert Hall Program, 1960 
Box 117, Folder 10, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

 

 
 
 
Kaufmann Concert Hall Program, 1960 
MGZB, Alvin Ailey, Jerome Robbins 
Dance Division, New York Public Library 
for the Performing Arts, Astor, Lenox and 
Tilden Foundations 
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Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 

Notebook #30 [652], 1972 
Series 3, Folder 57, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 

Four Saints in Three Acts (1973), 
choreographed by Alvin Ailey 
Courtesy the Metropolitan Opera Archives 
Facsimile 
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Note from Leonard Bernstein, 1971 
Series 32, Folder 820, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Mailer for “Mini-Met” Season 1972–73 
Box 8, Schuyler Chapin Collection, the 
Metropolitan Opera Archives 

 

 
 
Press release for St. Francis by Lester 
Horton Dance Company, n.d 
Lester Horton Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
Slideshow 
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Alvin Ailey and trio of dancers in La 
Creation du Monde, 1954 
Lester Horton Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
Slideshow 

 

 
 
Five Lester Horton company dancers, n.d. 
Lester Horton Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
Slideshow 

 

 
 
Ailey and others in St. Francis, n.d. 
Lester Horton Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
Slideshow 
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Draft of program notes for Four Saints in 
Three Acts, n.d., Box 96, Folder 3, Alvin 
Ailey Dance Foundation Collection, Library 
of Congress, Washington, DC 
Slideshow 

 

 
 
Pages from 1961 yearbook 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO 
Slideshow 

 

 
Notes on Hidden Rites in Notebook #61 
[743], n.d. 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO 
Slideshow 
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Notebook #2 [289], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 29, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #2 [289], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 29, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #2 [289], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 29, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
 
Notebook #4 [660], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 31, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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“At Lester Horton Dance Theater” n.d. 
Box 135, Folder 6, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

 

 
 
 
“Crane Reflections Britten sounds of sea,” 
n.d. 
Box 149, Folder 12, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
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“ode + homages,” n.d. 
Box 149, Folder 50, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

 
 
 
  

 

“Ocean beach evening,” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 22, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
Facsimile 
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Notebook #4 [660], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 31, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
“Seascapes symbol the sea is a woman,” 
n.d. Box 150, Folder 21, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

 

 
 
Notebook #59 [738], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 86, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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“Astral traveling” page in Notebook #57 
[729], n.d. 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO 
Slideshow 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Donald McKayle 
Blood Memories (outline), 1976 
Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation Collection, 
Library of Congress 
Slideshow 
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Notebook #84 [745], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 113, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
“A Benefit for Birmingham,” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 6, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

  
 
 
 
Notebook #21 [641], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 48, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Brochure for the NAACP Spingarn Medal, 
1977 
Courtesy the Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation, Inc. 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #131 [704], c. 1976 
Series 3, Folder 161, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 



Black Liberation 

Edges of Ailey Archival Ephemera Checklist  26 
 

 

 
 
Notebook #84 [745], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 113, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
Facsimile 

 

 
 
 
Howard University letter, May 6, 1985 
Series 1, Folder 9, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #70 [848], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 97, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Pages from “Ailey Daily,” 1974 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO 
Slideshow 

 

 
 
“The Janitor,” n.d. 
Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation Collection, 
Library of Congress, Washington, DC 
Slideshow 
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Notebook #52, [710], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 79, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

Notebook #2 [289], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 29, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

Notebook #72, n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 99, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #58 [731], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 85, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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“eroticism fable a sensory vision,” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 22, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
Facsimile 
 

 

 
Notebook #63 [752], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 90, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
Facsimile 

 

 
“to a nearer phanthom [sic],” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 21, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
Facsimile 
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“several hard hipped hustlers,” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 6, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

  
 
 
 
 
“upstage right faun set skeletal,” n.d. 
Box 149, Folder 1, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
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“episodes of the waiting strangers,” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 21, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
Facsimile 

  
 
 
 
 
 
“Seascape—A lone figure on horseback,” 
n.d. Box 150, Folder 21, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
Facsimile 
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Loose materials from Notebooks #1–20, 
n.d. Series 3, Folder 177, Allan Gray 
Family Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey 
(AC10), Black Archives of Mid-America, 
Kansas City, MO 

 

 
 
 
 
Notebook #102 [734], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 131, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Letter to Dudley Williams on his birthday, 
n.d. 
Dudley Williams Papers, Jerome Robbins 
Dance Division, New York Public Library 
for the Performing Arts, Astor, Lenox and 
Tilden Foundations 

 

 
 
Excerpt of letter from Dudley Williams, n.d. 
Dudley Williams Papers, Jerome Robbins 
Dance Division, New York Public Library 
for the Performing Arts, Astor, Lenox and 
Tilden Foundations 

 

 
Dudley Williams’s datebook, 1982 
Dudley Williams Papers, Jerome Robbins 
Dance Division, New York Public Library 
for the Performing Arts, Astor, Lenox and 
Tilden Foundations 
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“the homosexual illusion,” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 21, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
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Alvin Ailey’s mother, Lula Cooper, near a 
boatyard, n.d 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO 

 

 
 
Alvin Ailey’s mother, Lula Cooper, n.d. 
Series 23, Folder 673, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Letter from Alvin Ailey’s mother, Lula 
Cooper, 1972 
Series 1, Folder 1, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #4 [660], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 30, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
Notebook #65 [762], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 92, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
 
“woman suicide on bridge,” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 21, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
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Notebook #52 [710], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 79, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
Facsimile 

 

 
 
 
“she said trouble was a man and closed 
her eyes,” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 22, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

 

 
 
Notebook #14 [740], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 41, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
Facsimile 
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Card, 1979 
Series 1, Folder 4, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Alvin Ailey with Judith Jamison, Pearl 
Primus, and others, n.d.  
Courtesy Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation, 
Inc. 
Facsimile 
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Notebook #78 [636], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 107, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO  

 

 
 
 
Kaufman Concert Hall Program, 1958 
MGZB, Alvin Ailey Dance Theater 1958, 
Jerome Robbins Dance Division, New 
York Public Library for the Performing 
Arts, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations 

 

 
 
 
“Blues suite music,” n.d. 
Box 149, Folder 21, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
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Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
 
Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #93 [668], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 122, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #2 [289], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 29, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
Notebook #14 [740], n.d. 
Series 31, Folder 41, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO  
Facsimile 

 

 
 
Notebook #14 [740], n.d. 
Series 31, Folder 41, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO  
Facsimile 
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Notebook #14 [740], n.d. 
Series 31, Folder 41, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO  
Facsimile 

 

 
Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Notebook #6 [728], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 33, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #117 [827], n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 147, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
“Bird” Notebook #20 [638], n.d., Series 3, 
Folder 47, Allan Gray Family Personal 
Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black 
Archives of Mid-America, Kansas City, MO 

 

 
 
Black, Brown, and Beige notebook, n.d. 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO 
Slideshow 
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Candomblé, n.d. 
Series 18, Folder 574, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #116, ca. 1974 
Series 3, Folder 146, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #116, ca. 1974 
Series 3, Folder 146, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Notebook #116, ca. 1974 
Series 3, Folder 146, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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Notebook #116, ca. 1974 
Series 3, Folder 146, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
“Themes of the moors,” n.d. 
Box 149, Folder 44, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 
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Loose notes #9–12, n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 175, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 

 

 
 
 
Loose notes #9–12, n.d. 
Series 3, Folder 175, Allan Gray Family 
Personal Papers of Alvin Ailey (AC10), 
Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas 
City, MO 
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“The film criticism of James Agee,” n.d. 
Box 150, Folder 5, Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 

 

 
 
 
Ailey dancers wearing costumes designed 
by Antonio (Antonio Lopez and Juan 
Ramos) for the opening of Studio 54, 1977 
The Antonio Archives 
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Antonio (Antonio Lopez and Juan 
Ramos) “Studio 54 Opening Night 
costume” (for Pat Dingle), 1977 
Pen and fabric swatch on graph paper, 
pen on vellum 
The Antonio Archives 

 

 
 
 
Antonio (Antonio Lopez and Juan 
Ramos) “Visual Diary” page, 1978 
Mixed media 
The Antonio Archives 
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Antonio (Antonio Lopez and Juan 
Ramos) “Studio 54 Opening Night 
costume” (for David McCauley), 1977 
Pen and fabric swatch on graph paper, 
pen on vellum 
The Antonio Archives 

 

 
 
 
Antonio (Antonio Lopez and Juan 
Ramos) “Studio 54 Opening Night 
costume” (for unknown dancer), 1977 
Pen and fabric swatch on graph paper, 
pen on vellum 
The Antonio Archives 



Reproductions 

Edges of Ailey Archival Ephemera Checklist  56 
 

 

 
 

Katherine Dunham 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO; Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation, Inc.; Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC; Museum of 
the City of New York; and The Van 
Vechten Trust and Beinecke Rare Book 
and Manuscript Library, Yale University, 
New Haven, CT. 
 

 

 
 
Lester Horton 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO; and Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress 

 

 
Pearl Primus 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Jerome Robbins Dance Division, The New 
York Public Library for the Performing 
Arts; Photographs and Prints Division, 
Schomburg Center for Research in Black 
Culture, The New York Public Library; The 
Van Vechten Trust and Beinecke Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library, Yale 
University, New Haven, CT. 
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Carmen de Lavallade  
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Stuart A. Rose Manuscript, Archives, and 
Rare Book Library, Emory University, 
Atlanta, GA; and The Van Vechten Trust 
and Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library, Yale University, New Haven, CT. 

 

 
 
Geoffrey Holder 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
The Van Vechten Trust and Beinecke 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale 
University, New Haven, CT. 

 

 
 
Langston Hughes 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library, Yale University, New Haven, CT; 
and Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation 
Collection, Library of Congress, 
Washington, DC. 
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Ted Shawn and Ruth St. Denis 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation Collection, 
Library of Congress, Washington, DC; and 
Stuart A. Rose Manuscript, Archives, and 
Rare Book Library, Emory University, 
Atlanta, GA. 

 

 
Stella Adler and Jack Cole 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO; and Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC. 
 

 

 
 
Martha Graham 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO; and Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC. 
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New Dance Group 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
New Dance Group Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC. 
 
 

  
Theater and Theatricality (early 
Broadway) 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO; Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation, Inc.; Beinecke Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library, Yale 
University, New Haven, CT; Museum of 
the City of New York; Manuscripts, 
Archives and Rare Books Division, 
Schomburg Center for Research in Black 
Culture, The New York Public Library; 
Stuart A. Rose Manuscript, Archives, and 
Rare Book Library, Emory University, 
Atlanta, GA; and Billy Rose Theatre 
Division, The New York Public Library for 
the Performing Arts, © The New York 
Public Library. 
 

  
Theater and Theatricality (acting and 
opera) 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, Missouri; Alvin 
Ailey Dance Foundation, Inc.; Beinecke 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale 
University, New Haven, CT; The 
Metropolitan Opera Archive; Museum of 
the City of New York; and Billy Rose 
Theatre Division, The New York Public 
Library for the Performing Arts, © The 
New York Public Library. 
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Duke Ellington  
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO; Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation, Inc.; Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC; and Museum 
of the City of New York. 
 
 

 

 
 
Carl Van Vechten 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation Collection, 
Library of Congress, Washington, DC; and 
The Van Vechten Trust and Beinecke 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale 
University, New Haven, CT. 
 

 

 
Literature 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Williams College Libraries, Williamstown, 
MA. 
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Southeast Asia Tour 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO; Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater; Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation, Inc.; and Stuart A. 
Rose Manuscript, Archives, and Rare 
Book Library, Emory University, Atlanta, 
GA 
 
 

 

 

 
International Touring 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO; Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater; and Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation, Inc. 
 

 

 
 

School Rules 
Materials for this vitrine were provided by 
Allan Gray Family Personal Papers of 
Alvin Ailey (AC10), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, MO; and Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC. 
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Selection of Ailey Posters 
Courtesy Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation, 
Inc. 
 

 

 
 
 
Selection of Ailey Programs 
Courtesy Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation, 
Inc. 
 

 


