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Screenshot of Looted by American Artist for the Sunrise/Sunset series on artport. 

 
AMERICAN ARTIST’S LOOTED (2020) LAUNCHES ON THE WHITNEY’S ARTPORT  
 
NEW YORK, JULY 21, 2020—Today, Looted by American Artist debuts on artport, the Whitney’s portal to Internet 
art and online gallery space for commissions of net art. 
 
Looted temporarily replaces all of the images on whitney.org with textures of plywood while the webpage 
backgrounds change to black and the text on them fades. The artwork symbolically and literally boards up the 
Museum and its website in an act of both redaction and refusal.  
 
Through this project, American Artist examines the distinction and tension between protest and looting, extending 
this physicality to the online space, which has been the primary site for viewing art and cultural programming 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. As an intervention into a museum website, Looted underscores that no space can 
remain unaffected by the examination of and demands for racial justice. The work also alludes to larger discussions 
of restitution and critiques of those cultural institutions who hold looted objects.   
 
Looted is a Sunrise/Sunset project—a series of Internet art projects commissioned by the Whitney specifically for 
whitney.org to mark sunset and sunrise in New York City every day. Unfolding over a time frame of 10 to 30 
seconds, each project disrupts, replaces, or engages with the Museum website as an information environment. 
Visitors anywhere on whitney.org during sunset or sunrise will experience Looted. More information on the project 
is available at whitney.org/exhibitions/american-artist  
 
The Sunrise/Sunset series is organized by Christiane Paul, adjunct curator of digital art at the Whitney Museum.  
 
 
 

https://whitney.org/exhibitions/american-artist
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About the Artist 
American Artist (b. 1989) is an interdisciplinary artist whose work considers Black labor and visibility, as well as 
anti-blackness within networked life and digital systems. Their work includes video, installation, new media, and 
writing, and their legal name change to American Artist serves as an ambivalent foundation for their practice. It 
insists on blackness as descriptive of an American artist, and at the same time erases identity in virtual spaces 
where “American Artist” is an anonymous name, unable to be googled or validated by a computer as a person’s 
name. Artist is a 2018-2019 recipient of the Queens Museum Jerome Foundation Fellowship. They are a former 
resident of Abrons Art Center and EYEBEAM and completed the Whitney Independent Study Program as an artist 
in 2017. They have exhibited at the Museum of African Diaspora, San Francisco; the Studio Museum in Harlem; 
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, and Koeing & Clinton, New York. They have published writing in The New 
Inquiry and New Criticals and have been featured in The New York Times, Artforum, ARTnews, and Huffington Post.  
 
About artport 
Artport is the Whitney Museum's portal to Internet art and an online gallery space for commissions of net art and 
new media art. Originally launched in 2001, artport provides access to original art works commissioned specifically 
for artport by the Whitney; documentation of net art and new media art exhibitions at the Whitney; and new 
media art in the Museum's collection. 
 
About the Whitney 
The Whitney Museum of American Art, founded in 1930 by the artist and philanthropist Gertrude Vanderbilt 
Whitney (1875–1942), houses the foremost collection of American art from the twentieth and twenty-first 
centuries. Mrs. Whitney, an early and ardent supporter of modern American art, nurtured groundbreaking artists 
at a time when audiences were still largely preoccupied with the Old Masters. From her vision arose the Whitney 
Museum of American Art, which has been championing the most innovative art of the United States for more than 
eighty years. The core of the Whitney’s mission is to collect, preserve, interpret, and exhibit American art of our 
time and serve a wide variety of audiences in celebration of the complexity and diversity of art and culture in the 
United States. Through this mission and a steadfast commitment to artists themselves, the Whitney has long been 
a powerful force in support of modern and contemporary art and continues to help define what is innovative and 
influential in American art today. 

 

### 


